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Period for Reply 
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!)□ Responsive to communication^) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) D ?S hiS appl 5 ation is 5 condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 45? 0 G 21 13, 
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4) K Claim(s) U3 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,900,949 to Sampas. 

With direction to claim 1, Sampas discloses a high quantum efficiency point detector 
system a light source generating a light beam having an area and a detector cell with a cell size 
comparable to the light beam area (col. 5, lines 47-52). 

With direction to claim 2, Sampas discloses wherein the cell includes a single pixel (col. 5, 
lines 1-3). 

With direction to claim 3, Sampas discloses wherein the cell includes at least two pixels ( 
col. 6, lines 23-37). 

With direction to claim 6, Sampas discloses wherein the detector is a CCD detector (col. 
5, lines 47-52). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

t£S£7l^ obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

Tl ?l u ' * 6 dlfferences ktween the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
halan ? "T " ' ^ ^ been obvious at * e time the invention was made to a person 

havmg ordinary skill m the art to wh.ch said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. y 

Claims 4, 5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,900,949 to Sampas in view of U.S. Patent No. 3, 904, 818 to Kovac. 

With direction to claim 4 and 5, Sampas fails to disclose the inclusion of readout capacitor 
and means for transferring, multiple times, charge from the detector to the capacitor. Kovac 
(Figure 2) discloses a detector system with includes a plurality readout capacitor and means for 
transferring, multiple times, charge from the detector to the capacitor. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to replace the detector system of Sampas to provide for 
multiple readouts from the detector. 

With direction to claims 7 and 8, the modified device of Sampas in view of Kovac fails to 
disclose wherein the plurality of transfer and readout capacitors are arranged in a specific manner. 
However, the exact manner and with the transfer and readout capacitor are arranged would have 
been an obvious design modification for one of ordinary skill in the art to make. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Stephone B. Allen whose telephone number is (703) 308-4828. 


» . --1 


Application/Control Number: 09/415 015 

Page 4 

Art Unit: 2878 


The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 308-7722 or 7724. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



Primary Examiner 


